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absorption of it/man in brahman. The Bhagavadgita advocates the way of devotion 
to Krishna, portrayed as lord of the universe, and makes the most ethical appeal of 
the Hindu scriptures. 

In the second part of the book, the author presents the Christian doctrine. This 
is done substantially in the traditional fashion, redemption being portrayed individual- 
istically, with no attempt to interpret socially the Christian message of redemption. 
Finally the author attempts to set the two religions into relationship in the effort 
to convince his readers that the Christian message contains a more satisfactory 
response to the expressed aspirations of Hinduism than does Hinduism itself. 

A. S. W. 

Hunter, Robert. Why We Fail as Christians. New York: Macmillan, 

1019. xiii+i8opages. $1.60. 

The first portion of this book is devoted to a sympathetic and unusually careful 
study of Tolstoi's religious ideas and his attempt to put them in practice. Tolstoi's 
failure is found to be in his lack of aggressive endeavor to alter social conditions. 
To be a Christian, as he understood Christianity, is impracticable in the existing 
industrial order. The second portion of the book undertakes to show that Jesus 
inculcated communism, that early Christians practiced it, and that the teachers of 
Christianity proclaimed it until a corrupted church gave itself over to the defense of 
private property. "We fail, then, as Christians, because we have abandoned com- 
munism." 

While the author's keen sympathy with the economically oppressed is thoroughly 
wholesome, and his recognition of the need of social reorganization is entirely justified, 
his program will strike the critical reader as singularly doctrinaire. Between the 
simple, untechnical brotherhood of the little groups of early Christians, and the pro- 
posal to communize modern industrial life in its complexity, there is almost nothing 
in common. The early Christians renounced all claims on this world, trusting to 
God to supplant the present evil age by a miraculous catastrophe which should usher 
in the Kingdom of Heaven in its perfection. Hunter's communism would possess all 
the resources of this world. There is no hint, either in the New Testament or in 
Hunter's own exposition, of the appallingly complicated technique necessary to or- 
ganize and maintain universal communism. Moreover, the history of communistic 
experiments furnishes a discouraging verdict. Why identify Christianity with a pe- 
culiarly dubious form of social reconstruction and insist that it fails because it does 

not today espouse that program ? 

G. B. S. 

Kelman, John. The War and Preaching. New Haven: Yale University 

Press, 1010. 216 pages. $1 . 25. 

This is the forty-fifth number in the series of the Lyman Beecher Lectureships 
on Preaching at Yale University. The lecturer is one of the most distinguished in 
the Scottish — and now in the American — pulpit, and enjoyed an intimate and honor- 
able experience in the Great War. There are eight lectures. The first four are con- 
cerned especially with the war and the influence of the struggle upon religious ideas 
and the work of preaching. The second section of the book covers the conception of 
the preacher as expert, statesman, priest, and prophet. It treats these aspects of 
the preacher's work and personality with appreciation. It is in the first part of the 



